
The HLH Center of Excellence
The HLH Center of Excellence at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center is home to the most experienced care team in North 
America treating hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis, or HLH. 
We provide a single resource for complete, family-centered care, from 
diagnosis to bone marrow transplant and long-term follow-up support.

ContaCt Us

For patient referrals and  
non-urgent consultation  
during business hours,  
contact the program directly at:

Phone: 513-803-3872
HLH@cchmc.org

HLH Diagnostic and Treatment Capabilities
Cincinnati Children’s is one of the only facilities in the nation with a dedicated center  
for the treatment and research of HLH. This immunodeficiency affects about one in  
1 million children. Diagnosis can be challenging since HLH is so rare and because its 
initial symptoms often mimic common infections.

We recognize that prompt diagnosis and early treatment of HLH are critical. With our 
comprehensive blood and genetic testing capabilities, we aim to provide families with a 
diagnosis and treatment plan as quickly as possible. 
•  The HLH Center is led by Alexandra (Lisa) H. Filipovich, MD, one of the world’s 

foremost authorities on HLH, who has been studying the disease for more than 30 years.
•  Cincinnati Children’s performs more bone marrow transplants for HLH than any 

other center in the North America.

We plan to increase the number of patients we are able to treat by training more physician 
scientists, providing specialized training for nurses and ancillary staff, and dedicating 
more physical space to HLH care.

Inherited or Acquired?

HLH has two forms. Primary/familial HLH is caused by an inherited 
problem of the immune system. Secondary HLH can be related to a 
variety of underlying conditions including infections, malignancy, and 
autoimmune diseases.
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Specialty Care Coordination and Education
HLH patients receive coordinated care from a team experienced in managing this 
complex disease. Onsite labs mean quick results for the blood tests that are so crucial to a 
definitive diagnosis of HLH. The only two clinical laboratories in North America to test 
for all known genetic causes of HLH are right here at Cincinnati Children’s. 

Every child is assigned a nurse manager who assists in reviewing each case and helps 
decide which specialists the child needs to see. Emphasis is placed on educating families 
on the complexities of HLH, including diagnosis, treatment, and the possibility of bone 
marrow transplant.

Our experienced team of physicians, clinical specialists, and researchers include the areas of:
• Immune Deficiency Disorders
• Cancer and Blood Diseases 
• Allergy and Immunology
• Bone Marrow Transplant
• Human Genetics

Our Specialists’ Current HLH Research
Researchers at Cincinnati Children’s are conducting many studies that could change the 
face of diagnosis and care for HLH. We have six physician scientists who are focused solely 
on basic and translational research in HLH. Some of our ongoing innovative work includes: 
• Development of an HLH gene chip
• Novel protocol for initial treatment: HIT-HLH
• Preclinical studies of gene therapy in PRF1 deficiency
• Preclinical studies of small molecule targeted therapy 

While we already have strong collaborations with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and other HLH centers in China, Japan, Vietnam, Canada, and Sweden, we plan to further 
extend our scientific collaborations across Europe, Central and South America, and Asia. 

We are also working to increase research funding for HLH through industry grants, 
additional NIH funding and philanthropic support.

For urgent issues, or to speak with the specialist on call 24/7,  
call the Physician Priority Link at 1-888-987-7997. 
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